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Gokariksel’s class regarding gender in the Middle East.
Even though we cover potentially controversial topics,
she nevertheless manages to always foster positive and
constructive discussions. Although Carolina is filled
with many intelligent and experienced instructors
like Dr. Gokariksel, one of the many things that sets
her apart is the fact that she creates a welcoming
yet intellectually challenging environment for
every individual, as it is evident that she genuinely
cares about the success of every student that walks
into her class.” Another student commented on her
intentional teaching approach noting her “collective
classroom as her questions pushed us not to prove our
superiority to one another but rather to think through
issues together. I now understand and appreciate the
intentionality of it — Banu had a purpose for those
ten minute introductions and it set the tone for our
intellectual space.” Her classroom is full of enthusiasm,
collaboration, and a spirit of shared focus. She utilizes
and blends multiple teaching techniques into each
of her classes and she transitions seamlessly. Her
students, in turn, remain engaged learners and focused
on their projects.

anu Gokariksel is an Associate Professor
of Geography and the Co-editor of the
Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies.
Her work engages feminist geography
and geopolitics with a focus on gender bodies and
public space. For the past decade, she has used multiple
methods to analyze the politics of everyday life such
as: religion, secularism, and pluralism in Turkey. She is
also interested in religious and racial diversity as well as
social justice in the United States. She teaches classes on
feminist geography, cultural geography, the Middle East
and transnational geographies of Muslims and Islam.
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Dr. Gokariksel is well respected for her teaching and
is the recipient of numerous awards including: The
Institute of Arts and Humanities Faculty Fellowship,
Janice Monk Visiting Distinguished Professor in
Feminist Geography from the University of Arizona
and the Association of American Geographers, the UNC
Faculty Mentoring Award fromthe Carolina Women’s
Leadership Council, and the Robertson Scholars Award.
In sum, the Provost’s Teaching Awards Committee
agrees with one of Banu’s current students who
describes her teaching as, “all that and a bag of chips”.
She is truly worthy of the Chapman Teaching award for
undergraduate excellence.

Dr. Gokariksel’s students praise her enthusiasm, warmth,
and inclusive excellence in the classroom. One student
states the following after taking multiple courses with
Banu, as her students call her, “I have arguably come
full circle as I am on my last semester at University of
North Carolina and have the pleasure of attending Dr.
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r. Corey Johnson, a senior lecturer in
the biology department, describes his
teaching philosophy as centered around
student engagement, and it certainly
shows in his classes. He had many nominating letters
from undergraduate students. Dr. Johnson’s students
who were interviewed by the committee consistently
identified him as an exceptionally considerate teacher
and were impressed with the time that he took to prepare
each lecture and check in with his class to make sure that
they were following along. Not only was he lauded as an
exceptionally engaging lecturer, but students and faculty
letters noted his willingness to take on work outside of
the classroom to ensure that his students are learning and
benefitting from their time at Carolina.
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Physician Assistants by designing and implementing
courses needed as prerequisites for PA school and
other allied health schools. In addition to advising and
mentoring pre-professional students, he is a Faculty
Advisor for Interdisciplinary Studies Majors, and has
served on the Academic Advising Committee.

Dr. Johnson has previously won several awards, including
the Tanner Undergraduate Teaching Award in 2013 and
the Faculty Award for Teaching Excellence in Biology in
2010. One of his students said of his anatomy class, “This
class has been my favorite one that I’ve taken at UNC, and
Dr. Johnson is a fantastic professor.” Another student
stated “I would never be able to say enough good things
about Dr. Johnson.” Consistently, his students describe
him as approachable and helpful.

With a teaching philosophy centered around engagement
and interaction, Dr. Johnson clearly cares very much
about his students and their education. He purposefully
includes activities with his lectures in order to provide
tools for students to construct their own solutions in order
to give them the opportunity to develop their creative
thinking skills, and works hard to show students the joy
and excitement of the subjects he teaches. As one student
put it, “He loves what he teaches and teaches what he loves
and it shows.” For these reasons and many others, this
committee has decided to award Dr. Corey Johnson the
Chapman Award.

It was clear from our visits to his anatomy class that Dr.
Johnson’s students were engaged with the material and
not afraid to ask questions. When they were instructed
to split into groups to discuss a comprehension question,
each group seemed to actively participate in the
discussion, while Dr. Johnson checked in when they
needed his help. Often with large classes, only the students
sitting in the front of the room will ask questions, but in
Dr. Johnson’s class, questions came from all over the room.
As for the actual structure of the class period, Dr. Johnson
included visual examples, reviews of previous lessons, and
discussion questions in his lecture, keeping his students
actively engaged with the material.
Dr. Johnson has also served the university in many ways
outside of his classes He has advocated for aspiring

4

5

